i

THE CaRYSLAD TenANT Tagmedll/ o
G ANT . (08 Yoays o wmust have been /
Vacssuably gvorgucns. Tha Qapask % \é; Cu;‘ Waws \§. \Sio  seews \'gg

jgve hed an unsettliig errect ou pr:cwu-iox-m»klhe; buk bhe é}iuﬁei"
hich we have seen indicste that markets steadled during 184Y7 Bnd re{
gained so for the next 2B ysars. During 1847 the price of Seconds |
t a local mill went up zlermingly, reaching 18/6d. a bushel in May, |
nd dropping steadily back to 8/~ in November and December. A list
of the miller's debtors for this year, for grain alone, shows a turn-
‘over of just on £1,000 - also the fact that he was sufficiently ‘
prosperous to weathar a bhad debt of £158 to one farmer alonet)

I In spite of the drsw of higher money in the coalmines of South
fwales, 2nd of highsr money offered by p-country farmer to re-
fplace the gaps caused by men leaving farms for the mines, there.
was never any lack of labour in Bardisland. Whetler there were any
‘minor stri%as we do not lmow: but we have heard of one in Weobley
parish sometime around 1890, "but when the barrel of cider was
fbrought on the men turned their bscks on the gtrike". No doubt

[ those who went Lo the mines had their moments of doubting whether
they had been wise in deserting the gentle life of the country, with
its many advanbsges, for the harsher 1life of the coal valleys. :

Directories and Diaries give one the impression that many new
tenanks came to onr farms in the early Seventies, presumably in the
belief that the good times would h2§a¥ But, alas, they did not and
it is said that many lost money and "ha® to move on, some to other
work. Indeecd, there is a story that at one period only two of the
farms on the Burtoa Court Estate were btenanted. We have not been
able to verify this - but we have been able to berrow some most
interesting Day Books and Diariesz, relating to three different farmsy
and some very inbteresting information nes emerged. (In the Burton
Court Manorial Rolls one reeads of & parellel stete of affairs in
1350, the year after phe BlgekiDeath, when reference was made to ™10
Holdings remainimg®in the ham#l of "th& Lord" because the tenants and
all their helrs had died.) . Y

Tenancy agreements at the beginning of the period seem to. have |
been very harsh, judging by that entered into by Wr. John Thomes of 4
the Stytches Farm in 1873. Yo claim for Acts of Husbandry, Tenant
Rights or Allowances other then those herein anthoriseéd shall be en-
tertained by the Arbitrators™. 4And again: "The Landlord reserves |
all-Game, Rabbits, Fish and Wild Fowl...for the purpose of preserving
‘killing or bakine the same." However, the tenant's position seems 1
have improved later in the Century, and by 1904 (Mr. Kington's Agree:
ment) he was at least allowed to keep down the rabbits on his land!
@

Whet astonished us very much was the discovery that laend on one
farm was assessed in the Forties at £50 an acre; and that rents in 1
Seventies (and probably earlier) were remarkably high, higher than
they were in 1950, when the Burton Court Estate was sold. When Mr.
Jemes Kington became the tenent of Gove Fouge Farm in 1876 his acrea|
was 155 and his rent £265; when his grandson bought the form in 1950
the acreage was 133 and the rent £171.10.0. Similarly, when Mr.
John Thomas took over the tenancy of the Stytches (or Sytches) Farm
in 1873, the acréage was 232 and the rent £460: when 1t was sold in
1950 the acreage was 123 and the rent £105,

0ld Rent Books, too, nrovide a voignant reminder of the
.periods of agricultural devression in the last Century. We have
an entry in Mr. Kington's Rent Book for 1879: "4/~ per acre
allowsnca on areble land in consideration of current denression.”
Tater, in 1882, thers is an a2llowance of 154 off the rent, and a
fapthar 5% on manure bills - an indicstion of a situstion in which
Thoth ormers and occuplers were engaged in the task of making
both ends meet on vanishing incomes. Land deteriorated. in condi-
tion; less labour was employed; less stocl was kepb: bills' For
calre and fertilissrs were reduced.” In 1883 end 1884 further
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allowances were made for "wet land™; in 1896 an allowance of £20
was made off the rent, and this was allowed until 19086. In 1921
(a2 sign of better times, which alas were not to last) the rent
was raised by 2/- an acre. ;

There can be no doubt that many farmers went under during
those hard years; yet we have been told - and prices do seem %o
bear this out - that the early 30's of this Century, and particu-
larly 1932, was the worst period of the whole 100 years! We
spent literally months extracting prices from farm diaries, and
we do not propose to bore our readers with lists of stock prices
from year to year. The fact does emerge, however, that prices,
after rising for a period covering some years before and
immediately after the Pirst World War, did drop back, and we find
small pigs being sold in 1932 at 9/6d4., the price for 1858 (when
wages and overheads generally were about one-third of the 1932
figure) being 9/6d. Ewes in 1859 sold at £1.10.0.; in 1932
they were making as 1little as £1.5.0. With cattle, however,
comparison is less striking. In 1847 we have bullocks maeking
£5.10.0. and £8.8.0.; in 1875, £11,12.6d,.; in 1900, £10.17.6d.;
in 1906, £18: in 1920, as much as £44,10.0.;  in 1934, £16 for
& 10 cwt. beast, and in 1936 asi¥ittle as £16.10.0. for a 92 cwt.
beast, One local farmer with a reputation for his cattle t old
us that in April, 1936, he bought 11 yearling bullocks at an
average weight of 6 cwts., average cost £10.12.6d.; he sold them
Teominster in Qctober, average weight 92 cwts., at £16.10.0.
"Phat was a lot of money in those days,” he said. 1In 1941 he
sold cattle at 68/- per cwt., and now, in 1955, the price has been
as high as 185/- per cwt,. )

e o - N " o3

During the hard periods it W8S the farmer with ready money
who weathered €he storm, and for this reason the farmer's. wife
was very much his business partner. In fact one farmer, whose
father used to farm about 450 acres in this and the neighbouring
Parish, has told us that but for his mother his father would
never have pulled through in the 80's and 90's; and it was taken
for granted that his mothert's conbribution to the family exchequer
would pay the wages of all the 8 men they employedl :

This she did from her sales of butter, eggs, and poultry -
"and with eggs as low as 40 for 1/-." fThey keot 8 to 10 cows, -
and she had as many as 130 turkeys and 100 geese at a time,
besides ducks and hens. Every Frlday she had her stand in
Leominster Market, and there she sold her produce, bringing home
at the end of the day the much-needed money to pay the men.

All the help she had was one living~in maid. You can be
sure that they were both up at crack of dawn for, in addition to
21l the work ,with the poultry, they would have several living-in
men to feed. Then there would be the cows to milk - a job
always done by the women, At one o'clock the men would come in
to dinner, and at seven o'clock to supper. In between times
there would be the usual household chores, with no conveniences
as we know them; baking bread, churning butter; doing the
. household washing, and of course the household mending. She
would also, probably, make her own cheese. Por the women, as
much as for the men, it was a seven-day week.

On the smaller farms the women had to be as efficient at
farm-work as the men, for they often had to help and sometimes a
woman would be employed by the day for both housework and farm-
work. In Mr. Thomas'!s Day Book for the years 1874 to 1878 we
find that Betty Moore and Betsy Williams, besides helping very
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occasionally iq tﬁa house, did the ?ollowinﬂ joba on the farm:
"hoeing peus, zing in G arden Inn~ tnrning dung,
mowing OlOV“P, Hoeinr ClOer, l*s cocking clover,
tedding hay, breaking hey, +“"ns01ﬂqtinr m ;olds, hdeing
mangolds, cocking vess, ?o 2king osts, Ly -”*”t, nicking
stones, plcking fruit, helping st straw, m~thrashing,
raising ”'“POTGQ, n"iﬁf clods, drd)blp( "rouvu, gathering
scutch, sorting potetoes, leading to drill, cutting potatoes,
weeding whest, singling mancolds, winnowins beans, cider-making,
£illing mancolds, pulling swedec (sweding), mending bugs,
washing apole tress, gathsring chats, scraping fold, cleaning
swedes "

i The farmer'z wife would also have to be prepared to deal with
her femilvy!s ailments, esvpescially in the deys bhefore the village
Wurse, and there is no doubt thet wvarious herbg were ussed in
those days. Marshmallow Leaf for cuts and £ estors; nettle beer
for the blood; horsersdish Ffor rheumatism (the roots being boiled
in hot water =nd o0ld beer, and only the resuliing julce belng
used); elderberry flower liquor (the flowers being harvested and
then boiled) for colds and werding off pneumonia; an ointment
made from lard, for healing wounds; goose-grease for bruises; and
(2 gipsy cure this), for a wesp-gtin% in the mouth, as much fresh
milk and real honey as the patient caa consume’ . Other remedies
we have dlqcovared are a brew of cider and rosemary, "to bring out
the mensles snots™) and eel garters and "you'll never get cramp
in the legs".

our housewife would have nsed & mest-jack - many can remembern
them beins used right up till .01l stoves came in, skortly before
the Rirst World War. (Indeed it was net until recent years that
most Parmhonses becane ﬂsﬂnrn;SOQ Lo‘thg,nrtoht of having bath-
rooms and inside swnitﬁtion, el codzing stoves such as the
Resburn, Aga and ”sd o) She would a? avs heve home-cursd hacon”
and ham, snd many farms also killed and salted a bullock every
year. But tinned food would not be available till the Winetles
(wc have racords of tinned apricots at 7d4. and 10d. )} and of course
tinned mibtton and Corned Beef also were common bafore 1900.
Even to the thrifty housewife would depend on home-cured meat,
with an oeccasional place of hﬁfc“ﬂr'v mest., (From 1843 right up |
to tha 1914-18 War the »rice of beef seems to have renged from |
4d. to 9d,; of mitton from 6d4. to 9d4.; #2nd of bzcon from 4%d. |
to 10%d4.) Tea 100 yeoars ago would have been a real luxury, |
hences tha locking tea-caddy: =2nd one of onr farmers, in 1843, %
restricted his ourchases to half-a-vound a i, at 6/- a 1b. - A&H
J“*q time, and for § long time to cowe, tea =as a real luxury, and
it wss usval to brew a frash pot of tea only on Sundays. From
1900 tez conld be bought as lovw as 2/- a 1b.

.

We ware fortunste snonsh to Wa" hands on tbo Bl%tor Account

Unfortunately, howevvr, Mrm. K*n*fon‘e Account ran
fov onlv 7 monthe 4in this perhticulsr boolr, from April till Octo- {
ber, so we were unable to comnare Winter nroﬂu »tion 2t the two

T - Wnat did interest us, however, was the fact that orices
weras slichtly better in 1875 than in 1035 (1/- to0.1/4d.), and Nrs,
King on' °”‘ﬁ° for the 7 months (ﬂt T/lﬁ. to 1/ d., but, alas

pumber of cows not Imorm) amounted to just on £60, whereas Mrs
Griffiths! ssles (B-7 cows) came to just on fé

As %o poultry nrices, a dressed fovl secems never to have made
more than 2/54. in those days; gulls, l/~ to.1/8d.; turkey (189
9/~: ond geess anything from 4/- (1863) to 8/- (1895). However,
we ars told by ons fermsrts —ife that as recently as 1938 she
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sold geese at 6d, a pound. Another entry we found (1899) was:
" "200 eggs and 7% 1lbs. butter, 14/14."

However, if our farmer's wife got very much less for her
produce than she would to-day it is equally true that her house-
hold furnishings would cost considerably less. In 1886, for
example, she could have had a Pembroke table made for her (and
by an excellent .craftsman, now alas dead) for 18/8d.; a Dining
table and bench for £1.18.0., and an osk Writing tablew ith
drawers for £3. She would probably buy cloth by the bale for
making costumes, coats, etc. for herself and her daughters, and
the boys! and men's clothing would be bought (ready-made or
tallor-made) in Teominster, though they might have patronised the
village tailor, or even have a travelling tailor live in for a
week or two and do all the tailoring required. The boys would
go to school dressed in Worfolk jackets, with stiff collars;
the girls would wear white pinafores, and all would wear black
stockings and black boots. Best clothes for Sundays was an
absolute 'must! for a farmer's family in those days, and it is
likely that all members of the family would go to Ghurch twice on
a Sunday. Yy

; T

One of our older residents cangreball (as recently as 1900)
wearing three different stages of mourning for her mother. For
the first 12 months she wore black dresses, trimmed with black
crepe; for the next 12 months, black dresses with black braid,
and after that, for at least a year, grey only. :

As to the men of the family, in spite of the coming of a
degree of mechanisation as Tong agd ag 1870 or earlier, it must
have been a hardwkife and hewrs of work were long. Some of the
men's jobs recorded in Mr. Thomas's Day Book (1874) are worth
mentioning: : _
"tending thatcher, skimming, winnowing, glatting, striking reens,
turning stubbles, scubbling, hauling marl, hauling lime, hauling
sidings, scabbing and dressing cattle, gathering scutch, shearing,
putting in hurdles, planting quick, twyfallowing, and floating.
What floating was no one has been able to tell us! But it seems
clear that in those days it was the practice to fold the sheep,
probably in the turnips; and another interesting entry is
"skuffling orchard for oats", the practice of growing a grain
crop in .the orchards having gone out. Other entries indicate
that both a reaper and a steam-thrashing machine were available
near at hand, and; the Directory of 1876 mentions one George West
as having been a "thrashing machine proprietor", -

Until comparatively recent times our farmers could not g et
on the telephone to the Vet. when an animal was off-colour, so
he had to be something of an alchemist, and old diaries record
some rather quaint cures:
"Swelling in Cattle. 3% drams gunpowder in one pint of skimmed
milk chilled. : ; :
For Cough. 1 pint of linseed oil, 4 ozs. of Barbados Tar, 2 ozs.
of Assefettids (?) Dose, 3 tablespoonsful., : :
Faor Gripes. 1 pint of linseed oil, 2 ozs. of Sweet Nitre, 1 oz.
Oplum, .1 oz. Aloces. Two doses.
For broken knees. 3d. Tincture of Arnica,
Horse with Sore Legs. 2 oz. sulphur, 2 oz. paraffin, L-pint
linseed oil,
For cracked Heels. 1 oz. Gallards Extract, 2 oz. olive oil.

A common practice, too, was to bleed horses that seemed off-t
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colour. This consisted in sharpening a hazel twig and pilercing
the roof of the animalts mouth at the third bar. The f armer
who told me this said it was the practice till quite recently -
"in those days animal life was studied much more than to-day" -
and he believes it was extremely effective.

X Another recipe which we liked - especially its title - was
"s gure for a Stinking Cask":

Tpake 8 or 9 clobts of hot lime, break them and put in at the
bunghole, dry. Then boil about 4 pails of water with some
walnut-tree leaves. Tet the water boil half-an-hour, then put
the water in the cask and bung it close. Shake it well, turn it
on one end, after standing 6 hours. Turn it end for end every
6 hours for 24 hours. Let out the lime, then f£ill it with cold
water and let stand 24 hours. Then let out the water and it

is fit for use."

Another one we chanced on was for a Grafting Wax. This was
"mqual parts of Burgundy Pitch and.Red Ochre, and Double the
Quantity of Resin. Melt together &nd apply with brush when warm

In former days there were many more orchards than to-day,
and the income from cider (always from 5d. to 7d. a gallon) and
fruit was important to the farmer. <In 1881, for example, Mr.
Thomas of the Stybtches made £110 on his fruits and nuts along -
despite the fact that he was selling damsons at 12/~ the pot;
pears at 5/- the cwt.; cider fruit at 2/9d. the bag, and
Princess Pippins and4§;enhe§m$,at'7/6d.;the'éW%.f*? \
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wWe are told that binders of British manufacture were being
nsed by some of our farmers in the early 80's, but they required
4 horses to draw them, whereas their American counterpart, the
Massey-Harris, required only 2. The first Massey-Harris
arrived in the Parish in 1889. It was assembled in the 0ld
Hopyard Field, belonging to the Court House Farm, by Mr. Alfred
Hope of Weobley, then a boy of 16, and this field was the first
to be cut by it. One can imagine the tremendous excib@ment
this innovation must have caused in the Parish, and Mr. Hope's
pleasure in his considerable mechanical achievement in an
"ynmechanical™ age.

Another of Mr. Hope's memories is of leaving Eardisland at,
11 otclock at night, to drive the cattle to market in Hereford,
arriving for the opening of the market at 6 a.m.

Ask Mr. Hope, or any old Eardisland folk, if they were hard
times, and the answer will come: "Hard, yes - but far happieri®
And there 1s no doubt that the farmer and his family did seize
every opportunity for enjoyment that came to them. Village
Goncerts - often they had to perform - Harvest Homes, Shearings,
Thrashings... 21l the occasions when neighbours and extra men
came to help and one celebrated the end of a job well finished.
The Kingbons remember hearing about the Harvest Homes held in
their granary, when music was supplied by a fiddle and a melodion
and Mr. Harvey attended what he believes was the last Harvest
Home in Eardisland, held at Hinton in 1903, when the bill of fare
was goose, plum pudding and apple dumplings, washed down with a
copious supply of cider, and with dancing to the melodion to
follow,.

But Mr. Hope's happiest memory of all was the Burning of the

Bush. Everyone was up before daylight and there was a copious
supply of gin and cider for every man to take out with him.

e, Sheeles ),
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- The Bush (of hawthorn) had been taken down from the nail in the
+ kitchen ceiling the night before; and next morning (New Year's
~Day?) the fire was 1lit in the "first field of wheat", the bush
was ‘burned, and the new bush was shaoeé%nd held over t he flames
‘for 2 few seconds, before being taken in to the: kitchen to re-
place the old one. Most of us will agree that it is a pity -
. that those old customs and social occasions have been allowed to
~ die- out, helped on their way no doubt by th1s era of war, hlgh
prices and "canned" entertainment.
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